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Now I'm sure that when | was doing my pre-history lessons 
at school | remember being told that dinosaurs were 
enormous creatures with small brains who spent half their 
time in the water chewing leaves and the rest of the time 
on land stomping on any unfortunate wildlife. Oh yes, and 
then the meteor landed, causing the Ice Age which wiped 
them out. 

Not so! 

In fact they were a highly-civilised, hard-working and 
domesticated species, both vocal and intelligent (well, in 
comparison with the cavemen, anyway). At least that's 
what the Jim Henson Creature Shop would have us believe 
in the popular TV puppet series, newly released on video 
by Disney. 

The idea originated from the late Jim, creator of the mega- 
successful Muppets, and was finally completed by his son 
Brian, who says: 

"The initial concept was thought up by my father about four 
years ago. It was to be a sit-com about a struggling, blue- 
collar family - the only difference was it was a family of 
dinosaurs before they became extinct!" | 

Hence the Sinclair family was born, using state-of-the-art 
puppetry. The father, Earl, is a bombastic Megalosaurus 





struggling with his animal instincts. A family man at heart, 
he nevertheless wishes he could eat his children rather 


_than teach and discipline them. His wife Fran is a tall 


Allosaurus, even-tempered but cheerfully outspoken. 
Robbie is their 14-year-old Dudeosaurus son, determined 
to go against the grain and be a herbivore, and his 12-year- 
old sister Charlene is a two-ton material girl. 
Completing the picture is Baby, who spoke at birth and 
hasn't shut up since. He insists on calling Earl, "Not the 
Momma." The set reflects the cosy environment of 
60,000,003 B.C., with dinosaur tract homes, ravaged 
forests where Earl works for the Wesayso company as a 
tree feller, and even a friendly bar. 
As series producer Mark Bull explains: "In this prehistoric 
world, meteors land everywhere. So the dinosaur built 
lounges around them and they established the first 
franchise - The Meteor Tiki Lounge. The props, of 
course, had to be scaled to size, including Earl's 
cigar, Baby's three-toed booty, 
and the carnivorous 










family's frozen- 
creature TV 
dinners. 

















"The 
Sinclairs' 
refrigerator is a 
whole world in 


itselli., 
elaborates prop- 
master Josh 


Meltzer. 
"Although the 
TV audience 
never really ™ vag 
sees what's 
inside, 
arms 

and 
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